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The Saville Foundation supports Emerging Farmers

The Saville Foundation’s 
quest to build a 
prosperous society with 
equal opportunity and 
fulfilment for all, means 
they partner with 
organisations that offer 
meaningful solutions to 
social issues, underpinned 
with mentorship and an 
inside-out approach to 
development. 

One such organisation is Future Farmers 
Foundation. The KZN-based organisation trains 
and produces world-class farmers to own and 
manage modern farming enterprises, particularly 
for disadvantaged and marginalised youth. Their 
goal is to provide opportunities for young people 
who are passionate about farming with practical 
on-the-ground farm experiences coupled with 
mentorship and overseas internship 
possibilities.
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Judy Stuart heads up the organisation. She
was born into a family of farmers, but as a 
woman battled to break into the industry 
reserved for men.
 
Regardless, she became a dairy farmer and for
many years, milked her cows herself.
Through this experience, she met some 
talented young men who handled heifers (a 
cow that has not borne a calf or has borne 
only one calf) with kindness and skill, despite 
having no opportunities or access to tertiary 
education.
 
In her own words, “I recognised in them,
something akin to the discrimination I had
faced as a school leaver and beyond. They had
no money, I had no money - but they had a
passion and I knew farmers. I have always 
believed that we should work with the 
resources we do have; not dwell on what we 
don’t. That was 2006 - and it was the start of 
Future Farmers – underpinned by a rolling 
loan provided by The Saville Foundation. This 
has enabled many Future Farmers to travel 
abroad and explore and discover their 
potential, making it possible for young men 
and women to achieve what they would never 
have dared to dream.” To support approaches.. 
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Judy Stuart  - Head of Future Farmers

like this, The Saville Foundation looks to unearth 
what change may be required within a particular 
sector, institution or community. They then 
collaborate with and support the practitioners or 
individuals in-situ to co-create and implement 
change effectively on the ground, partnering 
long term with their role ranging from strategic,
practical or financial support as required. In their 
work over the years, besides the interior work of 
building individuals from the inside-out, they 
have seen that an ideal platform for building 
independent change-makers is the 
understanding and experience of enterprise and, 
most importantly, entrepreneurship.
 
Farming is an exciting and honourable
profession. Are you interested? Read more
here.

 Make a list of your strengths, weaknesses, passions and interests. Do any career options, or work 
 place skills line up with your list?

 Real-world experience is invaluable: if you have the time and ability, try to experience different work  
 opportunities, even if it isn’t in your desired field. Apart from building your CV, it has the potential to  
 expose you to different industries, which encourages interdisciplinary thinking.
 
 Find a mentor in your industry of interest and job shadow them; absorb as much information as you  
 can, ask questions, and have a positive attitude. Use your networks or your parents’ friends to find  
 someone.

>> CAREER TIPS

As the workplace is ever-changing, focusing on ‘skills’ and not necessarily ‘careers’ can be helpful. For 
many of us, our jobs will change multiple times, so try not to place too much focus on your eventual role 
but rather how job opportunities can develop skills such as public speaking, project management and 
problem-solving.

>>  Worth a Read

Critical reading for all South Africans, We Are Not Yet Equal by Carol 
Anderson and Tonya Bolden, sheds light on racism and is written in 
a specific way that helps teenagers understand racial divides. 
Although the book delves into American history and its struggle 
with racism, its ideas and principles still ring true in South Africa. If 
you’re interested in understanding racism, as well as creating an 
equal future, this book is a must-read.

https://www.tsf.bm/2020/fff.html
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>> Healthy Living
     Environmental Accountability
     

The Netflix Documentary, My Octopus Teacher, has received rave 
reviews. The incredible story follows the story of a man, burnt out 
and seeking purpose, who dives into the freezing cold waters of 
Cape Town’s kelp forests every day for a year, to reconnect with 
nature and himself. Under the water, he connects with an octopus 
who has an immense impact on his life. It’s a story of love, 
friendship and a call for all of us to rediscover nature around us.

>>  Worth a watch

We’re all in this together! 
Young people can be incredibly effective 
agents of change. To invoke inspiration, 
read this story of a 14-year-old activist from 
San-Pédro in Côte d’Ivoire who spoke out 
against alleged industrial pollution, 
including from the cocoa production sector, 
in his hometown.zero-waste lifestyle and 
encouraging others to help too.

For a community to thrive, their 
environment needs to be healthy. 
This responsibility of caring for our 
natural surroundings falls to all of us 
and young people have a big part to 
play. 

What is environmental accountability? It is the 
responsibility for individuals and communities to 
look after the environment to preserve nature 
around them and prevent further deterioration.

Does that mean it’s up to me to do something 
about the environment? It’s up to ALL of us! If 
everyone made an effort, think of the
difference it would make!

Some ideas on how to help?
The list is endless… picking up litter on your road, 
school and community; recycling at home; 
gardening; adopting your best version of a 
zero-waste lifestyle and encouraging others to 
help too.

>>  Student Profile

Tashriq Elmedany
Grade 10, Parktown High School for Girls

A quirky fact about yourself?
Sometimes when I have no one around to talk to, I 
talk to Siri.

Your passions?
I am really passionate about sports and 
soccer in particular. I am really fond of my 
team and I enjoy just letting loose and 
playing with them.

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/07/1067512


How can young people make a difference 
and make South Africa fruitful?
I believe that the youth can really make our 
country a better place but in order to do so, we 
need to stand together and take care of the 
people around us as well as our environment. 
We can educate ourselves as to where we as a 
country went wrong in the past as well as 
regaining our humanity. The youth of our 
country determines the future of our nation.

How has TLT supported you this past term?
TLT has made me look at things in a new light. I 
have learnt so much more about the important 
aspects of life and I think I have grown as a 
person. TLT sessions are a place where I can 
voice my opinions and just be in a safe space.

What has TSF sponsoring you to be on the 
program meant to you? 
I have no words to describe how much the TSF 
sponsorship means. I am so grateful and 
appreciative for such an immense learning 
opportunity. The TLT sessions show me how 
being a good leader isn’t as simple and easy as 
it seems.

What is your vision for South Africa?
I have a vision where there will be no poverty in 
South Africa and no homeless people. I wish for 
everyone to have access to basic resources 
because only then can many other social issues 
in the country be improved.

>> Get in touch

tsfconnect@tsf.bm

+27 (0) 82 416-6066

TheSavilleFoundation 

@TSF_SouthAfrica

>> Win R200 Airtime!

You could win R200 airtime by showing us how 
you care for the environment. Do you recycle? 
Participate in clean-ups? Try zero waste 
activities?

Topic:  Shoot a phone pic and explain how you look 
after the environment in the caption using the 
words ‘My Nature, My Future’.

Submission: Include your name, grade and school 
and send to TSF’s WhatsApp number 067 285 
3753. Remember, the photo must be taken with a 
phone.
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Announcement Date: Winner announced in the 
next newsletter issue - that’s next month!


